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to .despise his  own body,  and   the essence of art is  to
honour the human frame.1

11 am afraid I ought not to talk about such things,' said
Lothair; * but if by Semitism you mean religion, surely the
Italian painters inspired by Sernitism did something.'

* Great things/ said Mr. Phoebus ; * some of the greatest.
Semitism gave them subjects, but the Renaissance gave
them Aryan art, and it gave that art to a purely Aryan race.
But Semitism rallied in the shape of the Reformation, and
swept all away.    When Leo the Tenth was Pope, popery
was pagan ; popery is now Christian and art is extinct.'

41 cannot enter into such controversies/ said Lothair.
* Every day I feel, more and more, I am extremely igno-
rant.'

* Do not regret it,' said Mr. Phoebus.    * What you call
ignorance is  /our strength.     By ignorance you mean a
want of knowledge of books.    Books are fatal; they are
the curse of the human race.     Nine-tenths  of existing
books are nonsense, and the clever books are the refutation
of that nonsense.    The greatest misfortune that ever befell
man  was  the  invention of printing.     Printing  has  de-
stroyed education.    Art is a great thing, and Science is
a great thing; but all that art and science can reveal can
be taught by man and by his attributes : his voice, his
hand, his eye.    The essence of education is the education
of the   body.     Beauty and  health are the chief sources
of happiness.    Men should  live in the air ;  their exer-
cises should be regular, varied, scientific.    To render bis
body strong  and  supple  is  the first duty of man.    He
should develope and completely master the whole muscular
system.    What I admire in the order to which you belong
is that they do live in the air, that they excel in athletic
sports; that they can only speak one language; and that
they never read.    This is not a complete education, but it
is the highest education since the Grcok.'